FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: COMMONWEALTH
COLLEGE/MENA ARKANSAS
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oo " ‘Buread of Inveétigation, SR
‘ ' Depariment of Justice, L 5000G
Weshington, D, C.- T ')“”e‘ . .
 Gentlemen: o . T s

, There is located in qgna, Arkansas,
an alleged college known as the“ Commonwealth
College. It has teen alleged that this is a
communistic school and has and is now receiving
endowments from the Russian Soviet Government.

: In & recent meeting of the American
Legion of Arkansas it was alleged that your
Department had investigated this school., I wish
you would advise me what your record shows about
this school and give me any information you can,

The American Legion feels quite Stnongly
in the matter.- Please advise me, :

Very~£3hiy &oufs;_
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[ 1h ] o.norr.w VA,

S Departuent of Justice, <5"- _,”  e
- . Bureau of Invest1gation o . '
Lk e :!anlianon Do Co R

o

Gentlemen: . . .. C o R

. Please send ne a‘copy of ybur.
letier of September 20th in the matter of
the Commonwealth College at lena, irkansas.,

-

Very truly yours, '
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Sept ember 27, 1925,

(3

* Hon. J, Edgar Hoover.  Director, -
Bureau of Investigation,'-__-__;' o
Washington, D.G, vt

o Dea.rSir:

Coo " ;"Ooilege at Mean, Arkangas

IS you think this 14 wor
T4t 1s perhans a good idea that you

3 Please return the enclosed letter, .-
- Very truly yours,
- (S) 2. H. Caraway

s meeamed
: uot (9 of iustitk

" ngrantoest

‘Beferring to the matter of th'e':ébr&nd'z; \
about which I wrote you be=~

fore, 1 am enclosin herewith a letter and enclo

thy of investy
investigate_ it,

wealth-

sures from .
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B 'j-fMENA,’AnmsAs.

. X : _Sep tember 231‘\&.," 1926. . - j
on, “T,H, ‘Caraway, . ‘i o
nitgq;statesZSengte,“; PR
aghingﬁgg,;iP.C;gj',?g;,“¥~ :

i;Snﬁiiqf}C@raway~gf;f?j4 B

;;A;ﬂf_y;g~7f?-”’“7ﬁThénk»you'ror}your reqept}letterfreldtivé:;j?» T
o-Commonwealth -College. - You ask that I give you.some information . L
bputﬂﬁhinBchobl.PsTherehia really'very-little'definiteiinformat;on -

'3t§han§;ﬁifhe;achobl~waa;eetablished'first in Mena ‘about two Ui

‘yéarafﬁQdf&ﬁd;ﬂtlatergmbved_out~inﬁthe COuntryggbout?ten'milebef3 o _
yhéreZi*:armﬁwas”burchqaed;-sincefthatftime_they_have_erected;§u§;p“‘ ‘
ﬁpréloéadditlonhlﬁﬂdg@en*puildinga;ﬁthey have &bout 8 or 10 faculty . ..
hgmbere;(ﬁhose'name};youiwill~findfonjthe-enclobédyliterature);b,g¢,'~““
:aand;theythave-aboutf4o'or'50~studenta,*a11~dfjvho 1are'drawngfr0m‘;”
'zout,ofgthe“StatghoffArkanaaa,‘aa“I’underetand;athey-c;aim;tofbe;* -
,xhl;abor:college}ﬁthére:iqhno Qoubt;but“thatﬂtheygarega'bunChfofg'“‘
o8 -of ‘what "degi A~bfﬂ!pinkness'-or?redneas";we are
;unable to determine:at ‘this time 1 . is one of the points
*the?Legipn”Comm1ttggﬁiaaSQekinagto-gscertain;gitxwillwbéﬂnoteﬂ_
that:Kate Richards i0'Hare s

’1sfone\bfjthe‘facu1tyj
members ndis"Dean'-0f .Women and it is_noted,that]shegis“nowr:;'
movingﬁtdﬁthetbollege;fiWe know veryflittle‘aboutfthe;éther15
Iacdltyﬁmemhér;,ﬁin]factjnothing.‘ﬁThey'havelbeenﬁveryfdefiant“
\OwardﬁihétLegionﬁgﬁq:jhe Commitﬁee%everf31ncefthe’chargeq_*bm
ere made ‘at ‘the Department Convention, - ~th bion
“the B -Comm ) not condemn ihe&cdllege¥bﬁt‘%‘“'
pﬁusedftofﬁaké‘aqfibn;until an investigation of the charges
ould“be made; ‘you have no doubt noted this attitude if you

eve :read thqﬁachuntslof¢the:cont:overy in,the1MKNA*STAR_aanf
n;the ARKANSAS: GAZETTE, ~In their last communicavion. sney - .-

avefp:acticillyﬁreruaed%Our’requéstto.;nspectzthétr books - .
! nd}xo&furnish}usﬁwithfdepailedliﬂrprmation.aboutctnei:;courae ,
5 & "fi&textgpooke;letc;yana a history ofjthe;facultytmembers,

.:%as*requested?injmygrqrmalgletterjof-Spptgmber Tth, =5 s iy

SRR ’{Wéﬁxrust?khhf:ybu'will1assist7ustin*gettingsome e E

nformationgdbout{&h155¢o11ege‘frpmﬁthe'Dppa:tmentjof?Justicg'nﬁh
ndﬁpb:ﬁibly{fromEihé,Pdsthfttce}Department.IgSo_muchmpublicity<
‘has:been. given to;allégedﬁDepartment*of.Justiqe*reportfljthink*l
“thzthepérImentAghould}Iurnish the -Committee with.a copy:of .
;ﬁsuéh#ﬁgportjifait,isﬁinpexiqtence;;41‘willjpgAglad

 ‘to P ‘your S
'{namefqut}pfrthe'mattér'and at the Bame ewill ggﬁiéﬁfzgeiyou:aﬁﬁfﬂ
"assistanceuinfobtaining‘anyAinformhpgégj%gom gqve gt sources, -
-+ “Thanking you intkhis matter, I am .- Ce '
R T - 'Sincerel¥

B
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PSS, 1'_We «Awia'h_‘you %c/'auld pleaeé ,as“‘cert'.ain' thro
“ ... Navy:Departments the mild

<

ugh the War.and °
tary record (if any) of

, Who thev . elsim wan “in the -
érvice auring wne #ar, . Als0 oOf": and

‘V‘..' “ P

-

“iIt}might,aleoﬁbe;well1to*try*togaed¢rta .
~,...;._,_i.of_‘»-‘.VTv.us_‘(.icé'wl(ua‘t.l'z'e”r-:o’;i-f.:-.no1:.ga.nywnminbera-o"f;i-*l‘,he,::t‘za.‘c'u'l1iy';».1sd~"-~.;-~—-‘._._:;-'--‘
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:,;conviCted5of:hny%off¢nse;againbtithe government end -whether or -

,not-the;figgtivitieg?hgve,begn‘;nyegtiggteg,::
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1 . Y N i "

g 1?1‘hnderstand?thétfit;ip:CIaimed that.aforgs,membéra;of .
the fecul jwere‘ihfﬁhe_service;during;the'warYand;if;it;ia;‘
not ‘t6o ‘m¥ch troubleiwe wou1d_11ke,tQ{check“up}on;alljthe5'§
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SCOMMONWEALTH COLLEGE FORTNIGHTLY -~ °
o SUPPLEMENT i

F 1 CUMAY 15, 1526 ¢

b"liublis_hedv_twicé ‘a ‘ﬁl‘ontﬁ'a.t ‘Mena, “Arkansis, by " C.ommonwea.llh_'céllege .
Entered ;as seéond “class matter -Janiiary - 30, “1926, .at "~ the _1i<'>stoﬂ]c§ ‘at Mena, - -
Arkansas,”under the Act of August 24, 1912, . .. ° - s SR :

_+7 Commonwealth was organized -in 1923 to provide educa.
<tion for workers on a self-supporting basis. ° “

. “

o 3&?_%._ A RS
Commonwealth 'fs " lociled ‘in ‘the Ozaiks -near Mena, -
Arkansas, ‘where it .operates “agricultural and -ether “basic
.industries by means of four,.hours’Alabor-adai_ly._‘[rom its
‘students and tcachers. . T e
RIS ] feep s TN
R ,.*".*_,-.S‘é'

-Commonwealth secks to devclop -in” young

women of the working class the capucity to

labor movement. . ‘

T : _ '_ ns o

- : . ‘..'\ &g"‘.. .- . .

. Commonwealth fs a non-sectariéﬁ,'non-propa},'ahda"in- S
:stitution. It spnnsors mo particular relizious, .:political,

or economic dogma. It holds tbat scientific experimenta- .- .
tion carries -the only hope of adjustment or -solution of " * .
.personal_and social problems. - T Tl

b .‘ L .' % .

... ‘Commonwealth is the onl)".mstimfio‘n for higher educa-
i-tion where both teachers and students earn their mainte- - .
nance by part-time lahor while engaged in ‘academic work. .

e

RN . " - - .

" K

. Ab‘ofi.turtherjinfbr;x)aﬁon'writ_e to
- “HAROLD Z. BROWN, Executivé Secretary,
.7  COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE .




'F M. .GOODHUE
KATE RICHARDS O'HARE
.HAROLD z. BROWN :

lnstructora

"11 WILBUR CLARKE BENTON

““HAROLD Z..BROWN .- .
ALICE A. CHOWN _
. HAROLD RUSSELL COY
\{ARGARET WEEKS COY
“F.'M. GOODHUE ..
COVINGTON HALL "
. ALICE HANSON
- CARLOS V. HILL :
“*KATE RICHARDS .O'HARE
‘RUTH SUTHERLAND
"*IVY VAN ETTEN .

\VILLIAM EDWARD ZEUCH

Assnstants
B IRENE ~BROWN

&'ARD LFU(,H. :

-

"-Educéstlonhl “Director
-+Dean of “Men
Dean or \\'omen and Pield Secretary
~ Executive Secretary

lndustnal ‘\Ianager

C- e Historymnd Law
Pb)cholo'*y‘ and Lontemporary ‘Literature
. English ‘for the Foreign-Born
~Erniglish and Labor Journalism
:Pedabovy ‘and Social Psycholo"y :
. Mathematics and Statisticb
Labor History and - Prob]ems
- Public" Speakmg
= Sck-ncc and Co-operat.lve Methods
- Social Problems )
glish Literature
"“Steno raphy and Typewriting .
bconomlc Theory and Problems ‘

I

.- -

. Eu hsh Classncs
- Economlc Geo raphy and Hlstory
’ Pnnciples of Economics
~:German

Geneml Hxstory

-

ADVISORY COUNCIL

ALI( E STONE BLACKWELL

“WILLIAM BOUCK
. MARY D.:BRITE

ALBERT ‘F. COYLE

"LYNN J. FRAZIER -
-+ “*WILLIAM H. GREEN’
. “JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
- ' ~ "ERNEST R.MEITZEN -~
JAMES A. -PHILLIPS .
UPTON SINCLAIR = .©

At

" 'CARRIE WEAVER SMITH -
- LUTHER ELY SMITH °
- MIRIAM VAN WATERS




Commonwealth College was organized ln'.Aprﬂ ; g
}lnterested dn ~experlmentlng with the 1dea of non-propnganda htgher educauon

for -workers on a selt-supporting basis. ; .They proposed to try - out'an -educa- .

fonal plan whereby- s dents and teacbers were ‘to work four- bours dally

{twenty-four hours week or malntenance and to- devote -the remalnder of ~;
~each week to study nnd classroom work. “Local conditions fn Loulslana, ‘wheré . -

the school ‘was ﬁrst es‘tabllshed made lmposslhle a  proper development ;of ‘the -

“-iproject. A!ter a thorough search for. a sultable location the tustltutlon removed
ito Mena, Arkansas, in Januarv -1925. In the" epring ot that iyear the~present
; lte of the Colle;,e was y urchased nnd the development ot A’ permanent ~school

was begun. - " " BT

“The restdent group ot teacher-workers spent the summer ot 1925 clearlng

and putttng -in" and teudlug crops, ‘and erecting -the present mughly mﬁnlshed
bullding& ‘These tnelude a clnssroom bulldmg, ar ‘administration cottage. a
commons that serves al soclnl center asiwell as dining hall,.a men s«:donmtory
2t h_»a-women s dorrmtory. a etore bulldlng, and- three taculty cottages

N S LOQNHON , CA :
_=Commouwealth ish'located on the ‘Talibina Highway, ten mlles west of® hlenn
'county seat of Polk Coiinty, in the Ouachita“ range of the Ozark ‘Mountains in
'uouthwestern ‘Arkansas. '-,The college .campus,>which is within : a tew*mlles of
‘the Oklahoma :line,. ‘Is.:on’: hlgh bluffs . bordering Mill "Creek and overlooktng .
‘Mlll (‘reek Valley in ‘which the college rarms are - located The enclrcllng moun-
Aains, whlch rise to'a helght -of 2,700 feet allord an’ ever—chnnglng ;pectacle.
hls region is noted for«lts varled dcllght!ul scenery and tts equable‘ healthful
) ellm'tte. ) EENEN
Menn whlch ts on the main llne of the ’R‘nnsas Clty Southern Rallway. is . the '

P (relght and - express recenvlng polnt as well as the postoﬁlce tor Commonwealth
College

RS

: : : PURPOSE ..

S »-ngher educatnon is today beyond the reach or most uorklng youth 3 o order
‘to ‘meet this ‘sltuation Commonwenlth is experlmentlng to place htgher educat_lon
.'~ror workers on a selt’-supportlng basis. - It is evolving a- method obereby an
opportunnty “for ‘advanced instruction, -especially in the socia) studies, -may “be

, -~offered to those working youths who have the native’ intelligence .and" natural .

_--i¢apacity to serve the' xworkers b it are umble to develop thelr powers for .want-
‘ '|vot’ t‘un(ls. ) B . :

Commonwealth is not A propaganda tnstltutlon lt sponsors ‘no -partlcular'-‘ '

"'-_»,,.rellgtous political, or. reconomtc ‘dogma.” It'.aims to develop the personallty nnd
-power of its students tor efficient service in the labor movement. 3t —eeeks to )
put_within their grasp -demonstrated facts and to develop in‘themthe. _sclentific
_nttxtude .which challenges an unthinking acceptanee of ideas and lnstltutlons
Commonwealth 'strives to' make .its students realize thnt Intelllgent ‘experimenta-
~.tion carries . the -only : hope of adjustment ‘or solution’ of _.bersonal :and ‘soclal
problems. ‘In those ﬁelds of human tnterest that are beyond the realm’ ot poe~
-gible experlmentatlon tt attempts to cultlvate a full measure- -of tolerance I




"‘Hdlimliuu f.vr Workers

;.= - METHOD - S _
N 5-éommonwealth has spent three years expex'i!nentin; to d‘c.avelopt::‘ mtethod_
. Jof "education for -wotkers on a basis of _self-maintenance. - Each hs uren and
--teacher spends four hours a day (twenty-four hm_u's a week) onat et_ axt-!ns, .in
“the work shops, or at domestic labor. The remainder of the' stu f"“ ds ime iq
- .available for study and classroom work. *While l'nc!denlul.le nv bku jent. may
. aequire ‘some degree of skill in a trade through his industrial “}())'l . lt should
"be ¢learly understood that Commonwealth is not a trade school, that the indus-

trial work is for the purpose of gr isfdenance, and that much of it is of

} vork ! DO A, . Y 5 t hope to derive any
- ‘necessity unsgkilled -labor from' which” the "4 udent canno e to.
K l!:n:ticul;}l'r ‘technical proficiency. The skill. experience, and preferences of -the

" student, however, are given consideration in deciding work uassignments.

. ¥ During the academic year 1426-27 Commonwealth will continue to build up

":l—.lts school community. ' Consequently the students will live under semi-pioneer

Losmodel, - T Tt

" conditions. : . : .
- "“The school day at Commonwealth consists of five fifty-minute recitation
‘~périods extending with five-minute intermissions from 7:3(_) a. m. to 12 m. 'The
““school week consists of six days. The school year consists of two semesters
..-of: fifteen-weeks -each. . - S . ‘ .
' . Commonwealth is pursuing the theory that small classes are best adapted

'

" 7 -to higher learning by reason of the intimate contact between teacher and student.

;Likewise it feels that a small institution is better adapted to the efficient prodyc-
“tion necessary to the sel(-maintenance of the students and of the institution as
‘a whole. "Hence a large college community is not contemplated. It is not desired
" .that the :students shall ever exceed 150 or that the number of resident workers,
'consisting",of' the ‘members of the' teaching staff and -maintenance departments,
shall be more than a third of that number. Extension of effort along the edu-
- cational lines mapped -out can take place, therefore, . only -by -increasing the
_“pumber of such Institutions—for which Commonwealth seeks to be a -working

‘ - ’ENTRANCE . . . -

'-;{C;Jml'.nbn“'éalili" “.‘il.l-"‘a.ccem.'only fitty applicants for the year 1926-27.. - No

- *person will be admittéd ‘except on formal written application, .which ‘must be

- .iapproved by the Educational Director. .No individual under fifteen years of age

will be admitted. Entrance to the Collegiate Department is open to those who

", .possess a _secondary school education or its equivalent. Entrance to the  Pre-

-paratory Department is open to those who possess a grammar. school educa-
‘rtion or its equivalent.: There are no formal educational requirements for admis-
slon to the Short Labor Course; each application will be considered on its own
. -merits. ” Only studenis of promise will he admitted to the school, and those found
tncapable of a high standard Of work will he eliminated. ST :
" -A certificate of -good health will be required of all students as a condition
;lqt}entrance. : . : ) . L . )
. “'Further:information and application blanks may be secured by writing to
--the Executive Secretiry, Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas. ) -

.~ :Board, 'lodging, and laundry service are provided for all students in ex:
chanzeAror maintenance work as outlined on the preceding pages.. A tuition
- wcharge of $50 a. semester .($100 for the full school year) .is. payable at-the be-
- ~&inning of each semester.. A deposit of $10 on this fee shall be paid on acceptance
“of application. .No other fees are collected, . oL

wnegs oo oo <OFFICIAL PUBLICATION " ° 7+ 7
. “‘The Commonwealth College Fortuightly, published twice a month throughout
.. - the calendar year. fs the official publication of the school. Persons-who wish to

“* ~keep In touch .with the :work of Commonwealth* College are advised to subscribe.

" T'he subscription price is one dollar a year.’




- .;JUN'IOR},.YEAk
Engliqh (.omposmon'

‘,Genera] History*
" . Unified Mathematics or

“Eng hsh Composmon' )
General History* = -
-Unified Mathematics®

-

Dn"lleh (‘lamcs'
“Beonomic History | "1
=Snlid Geametry or Tngonomelr)
-. Elements of Science' :
..S_tenogmph) .
U Typewriting .

“English Classics®
’iEco'noinic Geograpby e
< Plane or:Solid : ;Geometry . -
[‘lcmenls of . Sclence'
Stenograph)

;Typeyvritmg

The . Pr eparatory Dep'lrtment is- desngncd to be a testmg and trmnlnc school
\\'here those unquallﬁed tor bigher educnhon ma) be ehmmated

:The course in- Elements of Scnence will. conmst or [our hour
:md four hnurs or l'\horator) work weekl)

six -ﬂfty-nnnute recitation periods weekly

Snecial \mrk in vumen ‘and spoken.Engliqh wxll be provided whene\'er

possxble for forelfrn-bmn sludents \Hm hck a sufﬂcnent graqn of the hnguage.
for hwh-"mde scholarslnp : : :




. 'CURRICULUM
(1926-27

Fnst Semester (l.) \\eeks)
"Oct. 4, 1926, to Jan. 15,1927

'Second Semester (1.) weeke)
. Jan, 17 to Apnl 30 W’“ ' }

'V'FRESHMAN YEAR

Prlncnplos of ‘Economics : , ' I
Principles of Econum cs
~General Psychology ) .Gelne(;:l Psychology - ‘-\
ﬁ'o‘?rﬁa}’o{e{“;{o “and Go Modern Drama . .
Emt rican ryenn Vel‘nmem American History and Governmenl
xiemporaneous m"‘ki“ . " Extemporaneous Speaking and
5, . Parliamentary Drill{
Admnced Compo:,zuon* . Advanced C omi)mihonl.
- Accountancy N R ~Accountancv
AL‘em““‘a"Y.La“' - B © .. 7.7 Business Law

*JUNlon YEAR

.Bconomics of Current Evonle,
Statistics in Labor Disputes

.\Ionoy and Bankmg'r

. Principles of Statistics
‘Labor History : : Labor Problems

“ Educational Psycholog)t ".Social Psycholozyt ‘ s
./ Development of English Literature j Development of Englmh L:(emture
‘Oral Interpremtion‘t *-Play Productiont

Labor Journalismj - Labor Journalismf -

Advunced l_.aw Advanced Law

SEN IOR YEAR

o Advanced Economlc Thoorn - Hnstory of "Economic’ 'I‘houghtf
“Social Originst = Social Problemst
Soclal Reconstructlom‘ - .7 . Social Reconstructiont
““Political Sclencet " Modern Governmentst
HiStOTY of tie ' Modern “orld : -Hlstory of the Modern \\'orld
“World Classics "~ - R “Contemporary Lelters
"Philosophical Theory} " History of Philosophy}
- Persuasion and Argumentationt - Types of Public Addresst
(O-ODerntlve Methodst © Co-operative Methodst.
Advanced Law . : Advanced Law _

' f{'l‘hree ‘houré”zi week.

ZGerman and Spanish classes will be organhed in the year '1926-27. ‘Classcs
in French and Esperanto will be given if there Is sufficient demand. .

:The standard .course, in both Preparatory and Collegiate Departments con-
‘slsts of six recitation periods a week throughout the semester. - No student will
be permltted to tal\e less than twelve hours or more than elghteen hours a week.

-




doention for Workers

CURRICULUM
1926-27

SHORT LABOR COURSE
Qa to 3 Years) ~ ' ..

" The Short Labor Lourse is open to adu!t.s nctlve in lhe ]abor or farmer
mdvcmem. It is designed to meet the needs of those who can spend but a short
,tlmc at the College and wish to avail themselves of the opportunlty to take
speciallzed work, The subjects grouped below are taken from the regular cur-
‘riculum and | ‘are o0 arranged that a student may choose’ from them according to
-'his preparation, experience, and plans. There are no formal educational require-
" ments for admlission to the Short Labor Course; each application’ will -be [
. sldered on its own merits. . oo e T '

‘ORAL AND WRI'I‘TEN EXPRESSION

an,hsh Composition

Business English

~1abor Journalism

‘Extemporaneous Speakm,> and l’dlllamentar) Drill s
" 'Persuasion, Argumentation, and Types of Public Address

SOCIAL STUDIES AND PSl LHOLO(-Y

Economic Geography and Hlstoxy
General History ‘

Principles of Economics

+ Labor History and Problems
Gencral Psycholo"y

_-'TECHNICAL COURSES

"Stenography and Typewriti ing

- Tabor Accounting ) D
Principles of Statistics and Stallslics in Labor Disputes .-
Elementary and Labor Law PRI :
Cq-opcrali\'e Methods
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Gosts ~Make »Ar-kan:sas_'

or Workers® College

"] $100 yearly tuition ‘fee,

E . When ac- .

checked recently it was .
school’s summer food

gged $20 behind the ,

. Yet Commoners have .

1 and gaining weight .

tha.-,Quantitiep of home-

, “Which form - the "

e Commonwealth bill -
b backwoods .prices ‘for
;3nany other gtaple foods furnish the

Answer to this riddle. . .

[cormmoNnwEALTH

FORTNIGHTLY

ST <Attention
“Incoming St_uden_ts! v
 Those coming to Commonwealth
for the ‘first ‘time -gh 1d bear in
mind the following: . -

“Theonly-money ¢harge for at- |

tendance at Commonwealth is the
‘This fee
includes -the .use of ~text bo

Food, lodging, and -laundry-

vice .is provided by ‘the school in
return for -the four hours’ . daily
industrial labor ‘
dent and teacher performs. Rec-
‘reational facilities are at the dis-
posal of éveryone gratis. )

-+The school does not provide stu-
dents “with “clothing, - bed linen,
towels, “blankets, and other per-
sonal belongings, Students should
‘bring these :with ‘them. -Neither
does "the -school -provide personal
incidentals, ‘such -ag -80ap, tooth
paste, ‘writing paper, pencils, etc.

=] ‘Students ghould bring, in addition

f this sum. :
five cents js also
daily food :bill of
ff member dur- -
vear. But fresh.fruits
, costing little'in gea.
“are :prohibitively ;priced ‘or'un
inable during the winter montha,
80 school-year fare, though adequate,
81 scompared :with summer

to their tuition fees, enough money
for:these-small -expenses.

What Students Must Bring. - !

. zvery :student 2who .comes to
-Commonwealth is e
ide - the " if,

. "Three or more sheets, minimum
Bize 60"x90".;-bne-plllow; ‘two pil-

wcases; bath towels: hand tow-
-els; -blankets to meet gndividual

needs. .. .- . .
It should be kept in“mind that

| although Mena is in the South, the

nights are cool in summer and cold
in sewinter. Therefore @veryone

] -should cbring ‘heavy .bedding and

4 heavy

contents are bein

-dress -clothes.

“clothing. ~ There is little
snow ‘but smuch “rain ~during -the
winter, g0 rain clothing is needed.
Those who.swim should

*Students -will find -work cloth-
ing a necessity. “Each student may
please -himself .or herself about

The 'school .group
dresses plainly and simply,

g set_out. To August Schmidt goes
edit for care of the hotbeds whose
transplanted. H

o

which every stu-

not neg-.} "
-lect to:bring bathing suits. :

COLLE

C.C. TEACHERS JOIN
~ARKANSAS LABORITES

Local 194, A. F. T.,-Affiliates With
) -<Arkansas ‘Fedemtiop of ALaborA

B R ;

“Commonwealth Loca) of the Amer-
ican Federation of “Teachers is.a
_pioneer in ‘its craft and in its local-
b, Immediately ‘upon receiving its

ter, “the local ;8ought -affiliation

“with the Arkansas State Federation

‘of Labor. It discovered that it was

-“distinguished : (1) as the only labor ;

-organization in’Polk County;:(2) .as
‘the first teachers’ union in Arkansas,’
-Arkansas labor received Common- |
~ers “with ‘open -&rms. > Replying -to
Ivy -Van Etten;'_—secx_-etary.:;of <the ;
" Commonwealth local,H. M. *Thack- .
-Tey, ‘secretary of -the :state ‘federa- 1
 tion of labor, wrote:_ .. N
1 am .indeed -glad to recsive i
. . o your letter notifying us ~
- “that you éhave-org'anized_a‘local g
7 runion of* teachers’ and request= T
ng .-, ... affiliation ‘with.the
State Federation of -Labor. :
- This_information wil] in ali - :
-probability enable us to start a
ampaign -of Organization
" “among the teachers of the state,
<and I wish to congratulate your
- docal sunion ;on “the -step Ht<has 4

We wish to.assure ‘you “that
e =sincerely :appreciate ‘your
rompt action in seeking affilia-

* '[Continued on Page Two.) ..

“MOBILE TRADES COUNCIL

5 M[lLLiSEN_D STUDENTJO C.c.:

he “Central “Trades Council 'of °
“Mobile, Alabamas, has announceqd its

‘intention of. establishing & scholar-

hip and sending a student to Gom-

tmonwealth :College .for -the Iyear
926-27. It -

~Some ‘time -ago (see Fortnightly,

=August 1) ‘a8 union-made ;3

~manufacturer -of :Mobile-offered -to
give half the $100 tuition fee neces.
ry tosend.a labor student to Com-
onwealth “if the “trades ~‘council
ould raise the other alf and select
a-student from-their ranks. - . L.
e ‘-council, .writes ‘iPresident

»:Cl_hayleg "H. Franck, was _deldayed ‘in

-Aacceptance not because
3 terest, but because_of
Jnfinding a thoroughly ac-,




> Published twice a month at Mens Arkan-’

s2s, by Commmonwealth College, a school for .
X . BOn-propaganda education -
g
% e oo ot Menn, Ar- Slx hours In sleep; In law's grave study six;
_Four spend in

self-main

[or Jworkers,
Fer e yitesa
" :;mary 30, 1926,
under the Act of August 24, 1912, .
articl

Bubscription, one dol)
as seécond class matter,’

| JiKdch, enjoys
= 3He%s th

H

is a8 fan,
Institation, m
ousy political, or economic

Etifle

1 do "It ‘holds fhat pelestific experi.
tation ‘carries” the
; é:;i or solution af perssaal
blems, -

LBUR.CLARKE BENTON

rayerj the rest on nature fix.
in Latin by Sir Edward Coke.

Lines quot
X Mm’ by law; Iil not budge

ory, member and sec-

tees, member of the ‘Arkansag bar,
unofficial legal adviser to Common-
ealth, “industrial ‘manager .emeri-

us,and 'present -custodian ‘of the

hen garden under the suzerainty
JAgricultural “Manager Ernest
‘a"sunique -distinction.
e Bole répresentative of the
“professions®.-

e backg'rouna i

~Following Sfamily trad

rted out at 22 to acquire

““Instead of wash-

the university

young “:Benton

_ ¥ay through col
wificiating as secretary of

te Burgical -hospital in Cincin

i. cAfter four iy h

| “Leesville, :Louisi

; ¢ those cited
e ~and ¥the -salaries® ordinarily
aid “teachers-and ‘trained ‘workers
3-great.“Commonwealth’s existene
a8.been'made possible primarily b
ts diving endowment “fund. JEight-.

e_"l'
the-past three--

re-than $50,004

, piomptly granted. The

‘B

September 1, 1926

Teachers Affiliate

{Continued from Page Oune.) .
tion with the other labor organj.- ‘-
zations of the state, and . . . . N
shall render you every assist- 3
ance possible. - .

The application for affiliation was .
Union Labor |
ulletin, official journal of the fed- ;

eration and of the Little Rock cen

.. '«tral labor body,
front page with
. .~monwealth’s work and an ‘appeal for

i

‘retary of the college board of trus- ...::itted to the Ohio
“"of the faculty at the U‘nivv_ersity’-o_f

practically filled its
an outline -of :Com

d to the institution, Lo
bar,-and shortly -

ereafter was appointed Registrar ’_"

o

'Cincinnati.v

borite. N A
The Socialist movement, then wax-
g, allured him.- A ‘delegate to the

snational convention of the Socialist

<P

or Socialism.
*became the

1901, he ‘decided to -work
‘Moving to"Kansas, he +
party’s first state organ-
Later he practiced Jaw at
‘Kansas, ‘8pecializing “in =
. He still boasts of having &
quittal “in “the “Jocally
of Jim Alice, coal miner
ho beat a company gunman to the

arty ‘in’

draw.

*Nineteen-four -found him “in*Chj

€ago, ~where he ‘remained “for 10 K
-years. =During four of these he was i

s¢hairman of the Illinois state o
zation of

oran-

he Socialist Party.-Then <

he .went-back to Kans}as,‘-&vhe_re ‘he

itigated ‘professional

to ‘Florida,

official ‘organ of the

Northern Kentucky.:

‘economic ‘depression iand :

.zwide open shop-drive put thig-shee
ut “of :business,

-

1 ittle “Blue i
migration took him ]
and-eventually .back to 3

8 native'b{ewort;--_- e
“There he edited the Labor Herald,-
bor iunions of

‘When

latér

“Benton »ooked .A

duround for a parking place.

The Llano Co-operative Colony of
,-<looked “likely:
iugh

«8 setting not becaizse”'ﬁf‘size,"bfft by’

Zvirtue of shape an
4 eatures “~are ~~well-ch
ch *donations’ Zyj

d proportion. *The

thal gy
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{zhas returned to't e’school with ‘the -
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Society Notes

'S mber1,1926

" .Guest, Roger N. Baldwin, director
--of-~the American - Civil Liberties
Union, was the guest of Common-
.He visited the

the American

Fund for Public Service, of which he -

‘is .one -of ‘the d_irectors‘_z

) ‘+ Hazzard,

1 Englishvdepartment at
uisiana State ‘N
acationing in Mena,

ors of Commonwealth. He decided .
ersonally to gaze upon the overall -

;’g:stitqgion of learning. "With friends

drpve;dut,‘i:ontqmplated and in- )

ast fortnigh
‘{departure ' of *Peter
,"Jacob -Svirski,~and John

ki:js.a former atudent
n.to spend his ‘vacati
he’

i to remain through the
3¢h l,t};lear bult was called home by
othe S R

ommonwealth, ‘pos-
ozen qualified -vot-
's;'d_u'r'ing;days ‘Preceding the re
cently-held Jocal"Democratic -prima-
i mple .opportunity :was af-

ford Commoners to‘re_—obserrve the _

re-election soci

WEALTRH C(j GE FORTNWHTLY

Library Acknowledges

The Commonwealth Library
wishes to thank the following
friends for recent gifts:

Olga Larsen, Chicago; 24 vol-
umes on psychology, sexology,
medicine, and miscellaneous sub-
Jjects. ; B
. "Roger N.*Baldwin, New York;
] one copy of ‘Bellamy’s.“fLooking
] Backward”—the first -offering of

the Vanguard Press. : .

- J, E. Kirkpatrick, “Michigan;
one copy of his book, “The Ameri.
can College and ‘Its Rulers,” just
issued by the New Republic.

. Peter Swenson, Texas; one copy
of “Tolerance,"‘by Hendrik Van
Loon.

Book Reviews

-~ NEARING SUMS UP

i-Rusgia " Turns *East. By Scott
Nearing. ‘ Social Science Publishers, 7
“West 106th Street, New York City.
- - -Since 1919, -says -Scott Nearing,
“:Soviet diplomacy “has “severed _the
_=British .Empire” by consolidating
‘the Near East; has “gained a unique
position in China”; has “established
jance with Japan which is ex-
I‘y favorable to both partiep._
n analysis of the economic, politi-
1, and psychological bases of these
‘ententes, and an account of the va-
xious diplomatic steps by which they
ere completed, makes up the book-
t . . . . o

is dtory -of the triémph of So-

Reverent. Mildreq and Raymond
Koch function as the Jaundry of a
New York summer ‘camp -where

_white duck is “the “vogue. *They
recently .found that & ‘week of six
.eight-hour work-days could not -be
-stretched :8ufficiently “to .cover in.-
-creasing washings, ~Reverent, ‘they
declined to desecrate “the ‘Sabbath, :
“and voted to adopt a'ten-hour shift.
*Summary. “Clarg™Ro berg, asked
-for more information about the gar- ;
ment workers’.strike in :which ‘ghe’
_took part, ‘Bummarizes P
#Our shop,”:ghe writes,*thad 'to -ac-;
Cept a 1215 % reduction ‘and go back
"to work after striking six‘weeks. -So ;
“-you Bee there -is mot smuch “to <sa
-about -this ‘great ~victory. ” . sClara’s
loss of income during the strike wil] §

-“probably make it -impossible for her -

to return ‘to Commonweslth -this
,year, but she says that.she will sure."
“ly. be back in 1927-28, .3 ¢ 4

~Affluent. Solomoﬁ"‘(}érp has stea

work as a carpenter at $12 g day. In
“his spare time he visits -Brookwood,
_-attends concerts, : hilosophizes.

; cents “for Strave

-and living expenses from Chicago to

..New York, a distance of ‘over 1,000 3

-miles by road, is'the new ¥ecord 8- 7
-tablished by -'Ross “Brown wollege -
student hailing from ‘Califo
" “’Leaving Chicago 'in possession:
o

diplomacy-in Asia begins with =high :gpirits <and «i

the Russo-Persign “:'I‘reaty of “1921,A

8
-.earthly - all—-Rossje sespied .a #hin

(dime in the middle 6f the foad: Some 3
remote Caledonian Forbear sstirred

original --sources - Within him, and he annexeé

throughout the text, and many of the ’
treaties discussed are quoted in part.
These treaties, says -Nearing, “con-
“tain the language of a‘new -diplo-

_~macy ‘and of

old,

baternal blessing of W. E. {(Father)
Zeuch.” Gene flunked heavily“during

is freshman’year at Commonwealth
'1924-25,

25.- 'Now he is back to make

.5chool :work .preparatory 1o re-

tering “the ‘college as a'junior' this

all. His ‘mornings vire sacred ,t‘o.

bean picking and fence patching; his
fternoons are’

T.

>-advantages

*wrested ‘from -them :by 'the Czarist

overnment. “The Soviet Union hag

resented a simple formula to the

‘Asiatic peoples: Co-operate and be

<free. -‘Their only possible choice lay

etween this fomula and the contin.

ed -exploitation and oppression of
estern imperialism.” - . ..

3 I G ER TN comparison of the

ve -positions ‘6f-the “League of

ations and the .Union of Socialist

§ovi_e_tu Republics in world dip

—=

(Continued of age.Four,]

“dropping it into a
-down, ‘somewhere -
-“was ‘still -wi
containing ¢
goe: -

For the remainder.of. thé trip
" 8lternated speriods :tof 2thé fasting:

. “eure .with ‘the consumption “0f -ba

- anas ‘proffered :by “friotorists.
-€rybody seemed to buy bananas
-5ays; “I gure got sick ‘of them.”.iOn *
 one “occasion - he -glept sin his -host’s 3
“€ar; on another he walked until mid- 4

~hight to escape mosquitoes,tand fin- 3}

ally slumbered in‘a grain field. tAr
‘rived in "New York ki
" :left for subw:

~ Elapse
‘-three -d
+hasTbeen

T T e e e
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Book Reviews
from Page ;I'hree.]

_ontinued '
today,
.shows Russia to be strongly en-
trenched in
tion. ) . .
" “By federation and by treaty
dgreement, the Soviet Union has es.
tablished itself in a commanding po-
. sition over the richest and most ex-
tensive land unit in the world. ~1ts
western boundary is the Baltic; its
- ‘eastern,the Pacific. "It includes hglf
. of Europe-and a large ‘portion of
~"Asia. " Across this whole strip of ter-
‘ritory there are important minera)
“‘deposits -and t . -grain-raisin
areas.” - Pl
While it can not bé-gaid that “the
urasian economic and political unit
w dominated by

“or of any concei
. ‘capitalist imperialist, states.” .
- “%:Written for workers, this book
; i8 divided into short section
‘of them less than a page in
- with topica)l headings which form a
. very fair outline of ‘the ‘text. “Pub-
~ lished for workers, it is wel] printed,
“paper bound, and low in price.
ts a sybject ‘ugually conBidared
i ) ‘simple,
t . densed,
equate, its ‘30 pages are well
2 noon hour 6f any worker's
. -JH.Z. B.

let

Perhaps it is
18 :development
side which is respon-

d, grecommended <atto

+fies’ himself no:
ider-dog, “but “with ‘duly
{authority.“He thinks'igl h

gtive ‘mood. .4
¥proneito invoke the Je
all ‘occasions—he fs

*on all
¥thoritar

.This comparison, he says, i

.an advantageous posi-..

8—some -
length— -

It pre-;

5 -confrer
. }h T

September 1, 1926

n flag is a symbol. They think that -
‘saluting the flag is an act of idol. 4
worship such as is specifically pro- *

ibited in the Ten Commandments. 3

of the sect s the Rev. 3

W. Jehovah, whom his fol-:

regard as the living incarmna-
- v4ionwof Christ. e L

e ——

Good ana _{elfare

. . The Last Order of Business e
‘By HAROLD BRONCO K ‘

. Jehonah,, pended. . . )

- Compulsory patriotism is rife in
‘Colorado.-‘*'Speciﬁcal_ly it appears as
" 8tate - legislation -requiring school g
children to salute the flag. This and py,. Jdehovah.  He took up the tele
.other rituals Bupposed by lawmak- -

N it 8up ] : ;’phone directory,-openeq At at g
..-ers o be productive of & desire to'go +gnq recoled-from aolid pages of Je.
.-out and die for one’s locality are de- -

! “‘hovahs. -Al) members of the Jehgvite
zcreed to be.part of education. Not ) A

: ] 2 <8ect _consider = themselves rliterall
..even Jehovah.may fly in the face of “the ¢hildren of
sthe Colorado 'l ;

h ;

* This much the wiser,’
mmediately attempted

. 4

Mr. Baldwih g
to telephon

‘of .God, -and go’all tak
he Burname “Jehovah.”. Finally get.
ling the correct’deity

aldwin 'queried as -
ion,''Wh

‘on “the wire,
to“the ischoo
t did the sect ex

) {The Jehovites would A
not, for it ‘was not lawful for them 3
to ‘have ‘recourse to ‘earthly .courts,
ight the CivillebértiesiUnion, Mr
aldwin then  agk: , ‘8ue’the school
board -on behalf.of the sect without i
implicating ‘them :in sthe ‘legal pro-
ceedings? Jehovah wag agreeable to
that," and the matter js now-in-the

f-th

he 30 dis

ciplined dren .
all from Jeh

ovite families: “Th
Jxovites are an obscu;e.Chr' iap sect,
whose! hief peculia ity i_'eems%o ber
takingﬁheir_{yncation_"’Seriously. (It
Will be remembered that this custom -
Was once esteemed in America but j
now in general disrep
1n number, the sect's me
>'in -and aro
tes are foes
llowing =tha

, ' Washingt
'»ac_t,‘:u

on, ‘under the espion- ;
se -he -couldn't zavoid
k-that military.service B
h :their yeli

ge

w-incpmpatible “ wit]

ge ‘at} etes, ‘this eo-
ltimately make :Ben.
idear to rur

of .Centre :College ‘ath]
briquet xwill 2y

ton’s memory,

rnies’to ° 2y
theirtime was the
wealth kitchen garden. Iso.
n -this -interpretation -as -his
es,"Holmes and :Brandeis, in

€ir_recurrentdissent,’he none the
ess ‘follows -out:his gr,

go0dly portion ‘of
Common
ated .|

hority.of ‘thoss whe ‘teach’
ten.an impediment tothose
40 learn —Cicero.




) Octobver 4, 1926, \0\ ¢
3 I a2 transuitting stt-chef heretc a commnica- T
B . : tion from Senator Caravay, togat?xer.yitb_onoloaugqa_A_';_:_::_'_‘_.i;j.;.‘j;"" '
ey Tt e forwardad by him, . =~ : - TR
T T _391-;;3..:- informsticn , ‘this corre :.—pc:: gence t'as
* 3 a inf{tiated by the Senator who incuired whethor or mot - -
‘) the Bureau pusssssed any information relative to ths .
ex O Commonwosaith Colleze, at Henn, Arkenses, The Burosm .. ... . _
i. = < repiied tkat 1t did not possess any data alonz the iimes . .
’ inticatad, Senator Carawsy then trunsmitted his lettor
‘ of the 27tk with certaln inforrmiicn relative to the .
Colloge In question. & perusal of the enclosurss e
' fe1iad to indicate any violstion of Federsl Laws or '
oL Statutus. I appoars to be purely whet moy be termed
o railcal matters. Ecwevor, cince it has beor sbritted
by the Semstor, I aceume thst 1t shoula bo properly re-
ferred te you in order that Jou muy reply diract to -
Seustor Csraway in acocrdance with your visws sré @e~
- sirec,. e U o
: " Yery traly yours, . ...
- hcl. §m92.
i
i
}
: ]
' {
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@O February 19,193‘,‘ )
. b | it I | ‘ \

Eoeclel Azent 1n'(2iarge, . '
Livieien of Iavestigetion, 52306 .

- S U. & Depertent of Justice, SRR TR
B Feet Office Box 1276, - S
j‘ A : ST Eirs

PO . . - <o - ) - ' \ - L. .
o : : : i ere ettached coplec of an affrrit-elomes
T - by Eens, Arkemsir, deted Dece=ber 16, 1833, N\
congeroing coaditions of fmworslity sllepsd tu be nox ~

N

existing et the Comzunwealti Collegze loczied et Eeasy, 0o . o

" tue Secret warvice Divirion of the Trezzury Departzant, -
wulch appuresily hed received it froo -

ey your office t!!‘ esntect him in ths mesr future for all
ot : informutioz dn Lis posseerior mlstive to thie psttor,
Lucl invecligsilon &s tue facie my werrant gpiould be

cmléuctad. ’ :

AT s e ‘ Verr truly yours,

- LTI Tmr s Teie affidavit wue referred o thi Pivieianby\o/‘(/

sus beesu edvieet thet ea Age:t frem ™ @ '

P R

Lo e, e L



~

;f”;'.“ﬁV*'qu: Pebruary 10, 1934, ~ oo

o - lr. ¥. B, Horsn, Chief,
Lo T o . Secret Sc*vicc Livisien,
3. S - Sreasury sgpartavnt,
o S Eanr.lns:ton, L, c.

52307

SRR Dear Slrs o mee
?"::‘:‘:‘:'i'i‘:""” T T s.l..“ 1.11 eckm.eagc recs:'.at of Jour ietter mted T e
o LT Fahn.sr 1, d72«y tranceitiing sn affidevit signec by \?/,(/
ant duicd at Meas, Arkensas, Decezber 16, 132 3y conce*nlng
onvitions elleged to be existing at the Comn"en.ltr College

locsted at Mens, Arkansas, !‘or vhieh I oeei“e to express q
thnsky, ; . . .

STy v WAL T N g ALty By,
; L

{ _ Very truly yours,

e e o _
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Pesr Sir°

the Treasury Dlepzrtmcnt, recelist is scknowlecged

officavii, cated Decezber 16, 1933, «

- t
coRc L

Ceilege, locsted et Mena, Arksncesg,

4
I wich to thsnx you for forwerding tul
an¢ to adviee thal & c3py of your efficevit hes
ic ir. Deizit Brentley, Special igent in Chsrge,
Inveetigation,
Puilcing, Oklshcmz City, Oklshcazs, ¥
hie office interview you in tue near future.

It 11
¥itn the cetails in your possession reletive to

Very truly youre, o ‘
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|
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‘ |
1 P. M, \
L’K PYISIN O VESTISATION, |

U. & DEPARTXENT CF JUSTICE
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United States Depertment of Justics, 224 el
#h~ will have an agent fron

18

By reference fro:a the wecrct Service Binsion" of o oo

of your

incerning e immorel -
soncitions now ellegec to be exigting et the COm.':ontealtn

¢t informaticn
been referred
Pivieion of
erel

be ep-reciated If you will furnis: this Agent

thies mBLLET.
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Speciel Agent in Charge,
Division of Investigetion,
L. 3. Depurteent of Justice,
-k €25 Lafeyectte Beilcéing,

. o Detroit, kichizen,

U perster

Your ettention 1s invited to the letter directed "\ (-
L0 your office from ‘he OxYahone City Office doted February \V/\

@iy 1224, Pequesting en dnterviex vith ope who 1e )
, Bov loczted gt Jackson, Eichiper, concerning nis sliegstions
. of igmorzlity et the gomonweelt.h College_,\ﬁk;ng,ﬂ Arkensas, ¢
L o — T TT0ES Weng,

Plesse give this matter attention at the earliest
. practicable dete, L

Very truly Yours,

Director.,

) 57 eoNTRRED |




sﬁécial Agent 1n.Charge.

628 lefayette Building,

Dear S{r: =~ Re. Commonhealth College.

P. 0. Box 1276
Oklahome City, Oklahome
February 24, 193 ‘

Division of Investigation, ﬁ
U.S. Depertrent of Justice,
Dagtroit, Xiokigan.

Vere, Ar¥kenses,

Recently the Division formarded to this office

copies of er effidavit signed bm Kena,
Lrransas, dated Decerber 16, 19633, cerning conditions
of immorelity elleged to be existing et the Commonwealth
College located et Mena, Arkansas,

It bas been lesrned that who formerly
was at dMena, is now receiving meil care of General Delivery,
Jockson, Michigen. This office is in receipt of g letter
frox hir at thet poirnt, dated Februery 21, 1934, ir which
he states he had telked to county suthorities in Arkensas

.eoncerring this situation, but had been uneble to obtein any

results, et cetera.

& copy of QI etf1devit se ettached neroto
end 1t is kindly requested that he be interviewed et the
earliest practicable time, and any and a&ll irformation ob-
tained from him whieh vould indicete a violatiorn of the
¥hite Slave Treffic Act.

: Very truly yours,

b1~

4l 6/5(9

Dwight Brantley,t munoe 0
Speciel igent ir Charge,




_Post Office Box 2118
Detroit, Miehigan

o _ ' June 1, 1934 L )
-, - Aj'

| sl USpeetal Agent in Charge A :Ll /__}‘!g"‘ 0 e

.= " Division of Investigetion /7{‘;3 . ST

w ... U S. Depertmest of Justice il jif fe

¥ Fost Cffice Eox 1276 ;;7 pARICNS

. Cklahome City, Oklehomm NRY ¥ A i

o 0. A Zpy ¥

Re: Y COIMDNITA' TS SCLIYGE, /

% T e . Lone, Arkeress | ’(3

::.;"' ST onTrowmmmsemees e ceee ’:C:‘: sir; A "“‘ """-"' e 7___::.‘“"‘""?':“ ;“—‘"" B '""""‘_"— A e ‘: - —:.4;_-.. ‘\',. .::‘:-"“"
« Refererce 1s mede to letter from your office under

dete of Februsry 24, 1932, regzrdire the sbove entitled epetter,

i: ) - olee -t A T - A .

»~

ke he §s resfdinc

33

'y
e —

4 relerence to the e¢olless he steted that it b/\D
miles west of liens, Arken=as, ané {s operated
\ by en msszeirtior whieh he eeys {c en offerring from the Kew
Llan2 Colony loceted at leesyills, louisfons, The Kew Llerno
O { Colony he mdvised 18 s eommnistic crgsnization, The Commonweslth
H ! Ccllege hnz for 1ts purposs the odjoect of teaching of comunism

is loceted stout 13

end Kerxisn, :

In regerd to the affidavit submitted by him he
- steted t-ot he wes unndle to furnish any more deteiled infor-

maticr regaréirg & violetion of the ahite Slave Traffic Act than‘
is conteized in the

Rt o mea b

Lt all the he has
{ Ge advised how-
cng of tta «hite Slzve Traffic Act were mirely

. perscnel escapedes aad he stated thzt he feels positive that nons -
_— . ©of the pecrle concerned, whc are the only ones ir poscession of - -. ..

this inforantion, would furnish eny inform~tion to en egentg;;r; _
thi= Divieion. | *

e




und

be obtained at the Commonwealth College, i <.

. eould

PRI turned over to agent an issue of the'

" publication known as ths Commonweelth News Letter, which emtains ..
some inforn2tion coneserning the school, and this {s being trang~
. mitted herewith to your office. . He gtated also thet some of the
. merchants {n Kenma, irkenses, might be adble to furnish information " -
! x concerning this college, as he stated they heve been endeavoring
. %o ewrd the activities of this ecllege for same time, because of .. : .
-~ .. the fact thet in addition’ to communistiec tendencies they also -
> - - prectice nudism, and thet the townspeopnle hnve objeeted to this,

. is there {s no further investigation to be conducted
by this office th$;~case’ia beinz eonsidered referred upon ¢omnletion
to the office of origin,. . :

Vory truly yosre,

o C Special igent
-vas S -
ec Division
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Form No. 2 ’

. \‘4 e e
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Qldchome City, Cklshome FILENO. -z} o508
,’: REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: | REPORT wu:z BY: .. e e e e -
-~ 7| oxlenoze City, Okla. 8/7/54 6/5/54 Dwigat Brantle Vo
(it

6u P . CHARACTER OF CasE: »__"

CMO"S"KAL‘IE COLLE u..,ﬁnena 1».1‘1-.&.333.

— fonzerly of Mene, irk. but now of

seckson, chizen, compieined of vicletions of the
Z¥hite Sleve "‘raf"ic Act oz " rt of persons at Co"""on-

sclth Collegs, Ifsn » ATK. inlervieved st vackson,- .- — -
J:;.h. e unable tc furnish <y informstion upon whiech ™

'i telld

at ;’u’es»x. etlon caa te \.o“g_acted Ceu, trere-

53
csad, L]

'—’ . . E

c. . P : -' i

aen ot W gy

FefZiRiiCE: . Letter from Detrcit Cffice, deted Tune 1, 1934, AT T

ETAILS:

forzerly of Nena, irken ses, now living at "ackson,
Vichigen, £ ne 2e U, S, Secret Survice at Yeshington, D, C. an affidevit
in which he coxplisined of iimorel conCitions elleged to be existing at .

Cormonweal th College, lFene, Arltancas. This matter was referred by the Snc‘et
Service to the Drns ion anu bv the letter to the Cklahoms City Office. for -

ep:“opieue interview r-v‘-”for the purpose cof otteining infomration
fror him concerzin € the viclelion of the Wnite Sleve ;ra“‘f ¢ act., .

wm;wwybqw NP sy Y -

The letter of reference frox Detrcit, dated
wes loceted at Tac}.son ' "ichigan

cates thet

OY an sssociestion vhich SR Rl

the New Llano Cc>lc:"r loceted at leesville, louisiane, am thet this associa-'. e

t:on is communistic; thst the Co'"“onwealth Collece hes for its purpose the
Cbject of teaching communism and ¥erxigm, Stated thet he was unehle to -

18 violation of the White Sleve ;‘_::.

furnish more detailed infometion coacerni
Treffic Act then is contained in his a*”idavit that all the infometion he

h /Q/ T ’ DO NOT WRITE IN 'rum suas

BT s

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION P
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JOHN 2 McCCORMACK

lzm DisTmicr Massacruserrs

COMMITTEE:
WAYS AND MEANS

= ", Jo Edgar Hoover, Director,

Waahington » D. C.

T e e LI e e, e ,..LM/'- _w.'.‘-;-_—\{_;»_,-.‘x il Wt ete emzh

00, 00,

Congress of the @_am'teh States
House of Vepresentatives
Washington, B.E.
Jenusry 15, 1935,

EUGENE T. KINNALY
. SECRETARY

(..

Mr. Baughman__
Chlef Clerk
Mr. Co
Mr. Edw.
Mr.

Lir, i

c.- A.'- ) o . . K.

Nr., Lestex"

Hr. Quinn. .
\Iﬁr. Schildar, .

Mr. Trzc
Miss Canay

Bu.'eau of Investigation, - . :
Department of Justice, = _

My déar Mr. Hoover : A , o o

I am enclosing letter which I received from

Congresaman Cravens, together with letter which he 4
recetved rrom— Mena Chamber of b/l v
Commerce, the contents of which speaks for-itself. .

As you know, the wecial COmittee of which
I anm chairman 'Eermimted 80 far as {ts investigatorial
pbowers are concerned on Jamuary 3, 1935.

I am mrerring

this to you, as it may be of use in the tuture.

Sincer yy ra,

DIVistcr




BEN CRAVENS

4TH DisT. ARKANSAS

D

PR ™ mermm e e AT ey e, e

COMMITTEES:
MINES AND Mitnina

Congress of the Wnited States St
House of Representatipes
ashington, N.C.

January 2,1935

.\
C1

-

Honorable Jol . " “Cormack,

Chairman,

Special Committee on Unkmerican Activities,
Room 520 House Office Bldg., _

Washington, D.C. A

Dear ¥r.NcCormack:

I am enclosing you letter herein from the

Mena, Arkansss Chamber of Commerce, which is largely self-

explanatory.

From the contents of the letter, I am of the
opinion that the Chamber had in mind the activities of the Common-

— wealth _College, a supposedly educational institution, located

about fourteen miles from Mena and in Polk County, Arkansss.
’,.. » '

- This institution, eccording to my information,
is neither attended by Arkansas residents or in any way supported
by Arkansas contributions, and is looked upon with disfavor by the
citizenship of the Cgunty, and I think would bear investigation.

AIt is commonly reported in Mens and Polk

County that this is a Communistic institution, end I will appreciste
it if you will give it the proper investigation.

Yours very t Y>

- -

BC T™MB . | BEN CffﬂPNS

L revae—




N )
gfj . {TB ;
MENA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
*MENA, HEART OF THE OUACHITAB'

IDEAL ALL.YEAR-ROUND CLIMATE, PURE WATER, BEAUTIFUL SCENERY
THE DELIGHT oF SUMMER AND WINTER VACATIONISTS

bic

MENA, ARKANSAS
December 23, 1934,

Hon. Ben Cravens, .
Fort Smith, Arkansas.

Dear Xr. Cravensg:

At a recent Board of Directors meeting the
encliosed National Chamber bamphlet on Subversive Activities in
" the Unitegd States wasg considersed gang discussed ang much interest
Was shown in the subject. Yention Was made of the fact that
there is much activity of tnat sort right here in our own county.

¥uch concern Was expressed over the Situation and tne Board was
Wanimous in feeling that the constant and insidiousg bropaganda

With kindegt régards and begt wishes for your
Success in the New Year, we are




